Everybody’s
History

Outline

Introduction  “Lincoln Is Everybody’s Subject” 1
1 The Lincoln Inquiry 9
Doing History Together 12
From Society to “Lincoln Inquiry” 24

The Urgency of Oblivion 30

2 A Crowded Field 37
A General Mania for Lincoln 38
Between Scylla and Charybdis 43
From Smoker to Safety 46

3 The Best Witnesses 55
Varieties of Historical Witnesses 58
“We Reach Back Eager Hands” 63

The Attack on Witnesses 69
Engaging the “Best Witnesses” 78

4 Lincoln’s Indiana Environment 85
The Lincoln Inquiry’s Approach to the Past 88
Lincoln’s Frontier Indiana Environment 94

5  The Klan and a Conspiracy 106
A Pioneer Mother Versus the Klan 110

The Lincoln Inquiry versus . . . a Conspiracy? 120

6  Inthe Lincoln Atmosphere 134
Words, Pictures, and Character 136
Pageant, Village, and Atmosphere 146
Students, Scholarship, and Synthesis 153
Conclusion  “A Thousand Minds” 161

Copyright © 2011 Keith A. Erekson | www.keitherekson.com May be reproduced for incidental, non-commercial, or classroom use.



